qw%
SYNODALITY AND THE UNSDGSE’ m___a
BY GALE MOHAMMED-OXLEY O.P %5&




THE STATE AND RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES

Although the Church and the political community both manifest
themselves in visible organizational structures, they are by
nature different because of their configuration and because of
the ends they pursue...the Church is organized in ways that are
suitable to meet the needs of the faithful, while the different
political communities give rise to relationships and institutions
that are at the service of everything that is part of the temporal
common good.

The Churchrespects the legitimate autonomy of the democratic
order and is not entitled to express preferences for this or that
institutional or constitutional solution, nor does it belong to her
to enter into questions of merit of political programs, except as
concerns their religious or moral implications. ?#42/45
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church )

The Universal Agenda (Plan of Action) for transforming the
world is contained in the 17 Sustainable Goals and 169targets
adopted by all United Nations Member States, September
2o1ﬁ.The oals and targets address interconnected global
challenges, integrating economic growth, social well-being,
and environmental protection to end poverty, protect the
planet, and tackle inequalities, ensuring no one is left behind
representln}g the scale'and ambition of the universal plan. (The

Preamble. A/ ES/fo/l —Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development)

The SDGs cover a broad range of areas from poverty eradication
and climate charége, to gender equality, inclusivity, and changing
consumption and production patterns. They do not prescribe what
countries should do but instead set out the common goals to be
achieved... They serve as the overarching goals that “connect”
national policies and legislation and ensure that everyone is
contributing their bit to the achievement of a joint global vision.
(SDG-informed legislative scrutiny. A tool kit for Parliamentarians
ISBN: 978-92-9142-909-7(IPU)2025)



THESYNODAL CHURCHAND POLITICALCOMMUNITIES

From an international perspective, the SDGs are
important because they focus and coordinate national
policies towards a common vision that goes beyond

States, regions or continents and focuses on humanity.

From a national perspective, the SDGs are important
because they provide the overarchinggoals towards
I

which national policies and laws should be directed.
(SDG-informed legislative scrutiny. A tool kit for Parliamentarians ISBN:
978-92-9142-909-7 (IPU)2025)

The mutual autonomy of the Church and the political
community does not entail a separation that excludes
cooperation. Both of them...to help him to exercise his
rights fully, those inherent in his reality as a citizen and
a Christian, and to fulfill correctly his corresponding
duties. The Church and the Political Community can
more effectively render this service ‘for the good of all
if each works better for wholesome mutual
cooperation in a way suitable to the circumstances of
time and pIace.’ (#425 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the
Church )

In addition to specifically pastoral settings and resources,
the Christian community is present in many other places
of formation such as schools, vocational training colleges
and Universities, as well as where people are formed for
social and political commitment and in the worlds of
sport, music and art.(#146 For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation and Mission. Final Document. Vatican 2024



SYNODALITY AND SOCIETY

The concerns of the Church’s social doctrine, commitment to peace and justice,
care for our common home and intercultural and interreligious dialogue, must
also be more widely shared among the People of God so that the action of

missionary disciples can influence t

ne construction of a more just and

compassionate world. The commitment to defending life and human rights, for

the proper ordering of society, for t

ne dignity of work, for a fair and supportive

economy, and an integral ecology is part of the evangelising mission that the
Church is called to live and incarnate in history...The Church’s synodality, thus,
becomes a social prophecy for today’s world, inspiring new paths in the political
and economic spheres, as well as collaborating with all those who believe in

fellowship and peace in an exchang

e of gifts with the world. . (#151-153 Fora Synodal

Church: Communion, Participation and Mission. Final Document. Vatican 2024)



SYNODALITY AND PARLIAMENTARIANS

* In November 2014, the Oslo Charter was signed by 30 parliamentarians from around the world
at the Nobel Peace Center in Oslo, Norway. The Charter represents the foundation of the
network and recognises the common goals and values of all participating parliamentarians.
For each member, it is an expression of their commitment to advance freedom of religion or
belief for all. (The Oslo Charter, 2014, )

* ...As the Magisterium sees it, the right to development is based on the following principles:
unity of origin and a shared destiny of the human family; equality between every person and
between every community based on humandignity; the universal destination of the goods of
the earth; the notion of development in its entirety; and the centrality of the human person

and solidarity. (


https://www.ippforb.com/toolkit

...the Church teaches that one should assist one’s fellow man in his various needs and fills the
human community with countless works of corporal and spiritual mercy...even if the practice of

charity is not limited to alms-giving but implies addressing social and political dimensions of the
problem of poverty. (#1284 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

NO
POVERTY

sl = - Target1.1 By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty
TAfl for all people everywhere, currently measured as
people living on less than $1.25 a day

End poverty in allits forms everywhere

( )


https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal1#targets_and_indicators

...technology could be a priceless tool in solving many serious problems, in the first place
those of hunger and disease, ...It isimportant, however, to repeat the concept of “proper

application” , ...this potential is not neutral: it can be used either for man’s progress or for his
degradation. (#458 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

ZERO
HUNGER - Target 2.3 By 2030, double the agricultural

((¢ productivity and incomes of small-scale food
producers, in particular women, indigenous
' peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers,
including through secure and equal access to
land, other productive resources and inputs,
knowledge, financial services, markets and

End hunger, achieve food security and :ﬁqpﬁgt;r?]l;lnﬁcs. or value addition and non-farm

improved nutrition and promote sustainable

agriculture.
(https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_an
d_indicators)




Each person must have access to the level of well-being necessary for his full development. The right to
the common use of goods is the “first principle of the whole ethical and social order” ...It is first of all a

natural right, inscribed in human nature and not merely a positive right connected with changing
historical circumstances; moreover it is an “inherent” right. (#1272 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL

DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )
oD s a + 3.8 Achieve universal health coverage,
including financial risk protection, access to
quality essential health-care services and
_/‘/M\' access to safe, effective, quality and
?ffordable essential medicines and vaccines
or all

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being
for aII atall ages

(https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal3#targets_and_indicat
ors)



...neither Society nor the State may absorb, substitute or reduce the social dimension of the

family; rather, they must honor it, recognize it, respect it and promote it according to the
principle of subsidiarity. (#252 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

* 4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities

QUALITY in education and ensure equal access to
EDUCATION all levels of education and vocational
- training for the vulnerable, including
m l persons with disabilities, indigenous
peoples and children in vulnerable
situations

* Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goals #targets_and_indicator
S)



The recognition on the part of civil society and the State of the priority of the family over
every other community and even over the reality of the State, means overcoming merely

individualistic, conceptions and accepting the family dimension as the indispensable cultural
and political perspective in the consideration of persons. (#252 COMPENDIUM OF THE
SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

GENDER * 5.4 Recognize and value unpaid care

el and domestic work through the
provision of public services,
infrastructure and social protection

policies and the promotion of shared
responsibility within the household

- Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all and the family as nationally
women and girls appropriate .

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_and_i
ndicators)



"As a gift from God, water is a vital element essential to survival, thus, everyone has a right
to it. ..it "must be set in context in order to establish moral criteria based precisely on the

value of life and the respect for the rights and dignity of all human beings. (#484
COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

* 6.2 By 2030, achieve access to

A adequate and equitable sanitation
and hygiene for all and end open

E defecation, paying special attention
to the needs of women and girls and

those in vulnerable situations

* Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for all

» (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_and_indica
tors)



Entrepreneurs and directors of public agencies involved in the research,
production and selling of products derived from new biotechnologies must take

into account not only legitimate profit but also the common good. . (#484
COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern
energy for all.

(https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_and_indicators)

. z.a By 2030, enhance international cooperation to
a

cilitate access to clean ener%Y research and
technology, including renewable energy, energy
efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fue
technology, and promote investment in energy
infrastructure and clean energy technology

- 7.b By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade

technology for suppl?/ing modern and sustainable
energy services for all in developing countries, in
particular least developed countries, small island
developing States and landlocked developing countries,
in accordance with their respective programs of support



The principle of subsidiarity protects people from abuses by higher level social authority
and calls on these same authorities to help individuals and intermediate groups to fulfill

their duties...;denial...or it limitations...destroy the spirit of freedom and initiative.(#187
COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

- 8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive

DECENT WORK AND

ECONOMIC GROWTH employment and decent work for all women and

/\/ men, including for young people and persons

‘I' with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal
value

- Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive employment
and decent work for all

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_and_indica
tors)



n developing countries...an expansion inrecent years O iIdden” economic
activities...raises many ethical and legal problems. ...Given these impressive “new things”
in the world of work, the Church’s social doctrine recommends first of all to avoid the error

of insisting that the current changes take place in a deterministic manner. . (#316-317
COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

- 9.3 Increase the access of small-scale industrial

0 e and other enterprises, in particular in developing
countries, to financial services, including
affordable credit, and their integration into
value chains and markets

- Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure,
promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovatio

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_an
d_indicators)



Only through the mutual action of individuals and peoples sincerely concerned

for the good of all men and women can a genuine universal brotherhood be
attained. (#145 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

REDUCED
10 hegunumes * 10.6 Ensure enhanced
: representation and voice for
(=) developing countries in decision-
v

making in global international
economic and financial institutions
in order to deliver more effective,

: : . credible, accountable and legitimate
* Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and institutions

among countries

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_an
d_indicators)



..., the Church’s social Magisterium warns against the treachery hidden within a
development that is only quantitative, for the “excessive availability of every kind of
material goods for the benefit of certain social groups, easily makes people slaves of

‘possession’ and of immediate gratification...This is the so-called civilization of
‘consumption’ or ‘consumerism’. (#334 COMPENDIUM OF THESOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH)

* 11.5 By 2030, significantly reduce the number of

(] e deaths and the number of people affected and
SR substantially decrease the direct economic
y: losses relative to global gross domestic product
A A caused by disasters, including water-related
(g =551 disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor

and people in vulnerable situations

- Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

(https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_an
d_indicators)



Cooperation is the path to which the entire international community should be committed,...positive
results flow from this;...an increase of confidence in the potential of poor people and therefore of poor

countries and equitable distribution of goods.(#448 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE
CHURCH )

RESPONSIBLE
12 corsmveron - 12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere
PN have the relevant information and awareness for
w sustainable development and lifestyles in
harmony with nature

* Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption
and production patterns

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_an
d_indicators)



... Prudent policies, based on the precautionary principle require that decisions be based on a

comparison of the risks and benefits foreseen for the various possible alternatives, including the
decision not to intervene. (#469 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

CLIMATE . I
[ e 13.2 Integrate cllmate chaqgg
measures into national policies,

@ strategies and planning

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts

(https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_and
_indicators)



. Solidarity must be seen above all in its value as a moral virtue that determines the order of institutions.
..."the structures of sin” that dominate relationships between individuals and peoples must be
overcome. They must be purified and transformed into structures of solidarity through the creation or

appropriate modification of laws, market regulations and juridical systems.(#193 COMPENDIUM OF THE
SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

-I LIFE : : :

BELOW WATER 14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to
small island developing States and least
developed countries from the sustainable use of
marine resources, including through sustainable
management of fisheries, aquaculture and
Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the tourism
oceans, seas and marine resources for

sustainable development

b

(https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_and
_indicators)



The environment is one of those goods that cannot be adequately safe guarded or promoted
by market forces...Seeking innovative ways to reduce the environmentalimpact of production

and consumption of goods should be effectively encouraged. (#470 COMPENDIUM OF THE
SOCIALDOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

* 15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain

15 U= ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to
SNEEE enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are
.—-—““ essential for sustainable development

* Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_and_i
ndicators)



Disobedience to God...Breaking the relation of communion with God...is in this original estrangement
that are sought the deepest roots of all the evils that afflict social relations between people of all the

situations in economic and political life that attack the dignity of the person, that assail justice and
solidarity. (# 27 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

16 P » 16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery

AND STRONG in all their forms
INSTITUTIONS

(4

Y,

* Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive
societies for sustainable development,
provide access to justice for all and build
effective, accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_an
d_indicators)



...intergovernmental structures must effectively perform their functions of control and
guidance in the economic field because the attainment of the common good has become a

goal that is beyond the reach of Individual States, even if they are dominant in power, wealth
and political strength. (#442 COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH )

1 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

&

* Goal 17. Strengthen the means of
implementation and revitalize the Global
Partnership for Sustainable Development

* (https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2#targets_an
d_indicators)

- 17.6 Enhance North-South, South-South and

triangular regional and international
cooperation on and access to science,
technology and innovation and enhance
knowledge sharing on mutually agreed terms,
including through improved coordination
among existing mechanisms, in particular at the
United Nations level, and through a global
technology facilitation mechanism



TRUE DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLES(...a synodal style allows local churches to move at different paces.
differences in pace can be valued as an expression of legitimate diversity and as an opportunity for sharing gifts

and mutual enrichment. this common horizon requires discerning, identifying and promoting concrete practices
which allow us to be a Synodal church on mission. (#124 FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION,
PARTICIPATION, MISSION FINAL DOCUMENT)

Expected Human Rights

* The General Assembly, Proclaims this Universal
Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of
achievement for all Feop es and all nations, to the end
that every individual and every organ of society, keeping
this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by
teaching and education to promote respect for these
rights and freedoms and by progressive measures,
national and international, to secure their universal and
effective recognition and observance, both among the
peoples of Member States themselves and among the
peoples of territories under their jurisdiction...

* (Preamble. Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

: h’(cjt#))s:llwww.un.org/sites/unz.un.org/files/2021/o3/udhr.
P

Expected Religious Freedoms

* The right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or

belief, often referred to as ‘religious freedom’ or most
commonly as ‘freedom of religion or belief’ (FORB), is a
fundamental and universal human right articulated in
Article 18 of the

(UDHR) and other international human rights
treaties...It protects the individual, not the belief.

- #Faith4Rights toolkit contains 18 modules, mirroring

each of the commitments on “Faith for Rig#ts”. ... The
annex proposes several cases to debate, which expand
the thematic scope, illustrate the intersectionality of the
18 commitments and enhance the skills of faith actors to
manage real life situations towards the shared aims of
“Faithfor Rights”. The whole concept is interactive,
result-oriented and conducive to critical thinking. It is
open for adaptation by facilitators in order to tailor the
modules to the specific context of the participants. This
is the first edition of the #Faith4Rights toolkit, which
will be reqgularly updated.


http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/

..."Iin human society to one man’s right there corresponds a duty in all other persons: the duty, namely, of
acknowledging and respecting the right in question. (# 156 compendium of the social doctrine of the
church)

this right can be understood in terms of its internal or private aspect, or ‘forum internum’, and its external
aspect, or ‘forum externum’.(what is forb? — ippforb

- FORUM INTERNUM

* A person’s right to form, to espouse and to
change deeply held inner convictions and beliefs
—the ‘forum internum’- enjoys absolute
protection...It includes the right to form and
hold opinions based on conscience, including
beliefs that may be deemed objectionable, or
even offensive to and by others. It protects the
right to espouse a religion or belief of one’s
choice, the right not to espouse a religion or
belief, and the right to reject or change a religion
or belief, free from coercion.

- FORUM EXTERNUM

* A person’s right to manifest or outwardly display

their religion or belief, either alone or as part of a
community —the ‘forum externum’ — can be
limited by the state...This component of FoRB
protects the right to manifest a religion or belief
through teaching, worship, practice, and other
forms of observance, including the right to share
one’s religion or belief with others, to encourage
others ...


https://www.ippforb.com/toolkit/what-is-forb

SHAPING THE CONVIVIALITY OF DIFFERENCES ( Fora

synodal church final document for a synodal church: communion, participation and

mission)

 We come from all parts of the world, from places marked by violence, poverty
and indifference. Together, with the hope that does not disappoint, united in the
love of God which has been poured into our hearts, we can not only dream of
peace, but commit ourselves with all our might so that, even if we don't say
much about synodality, peace may be achieved through processes of listening,

dialogue and reconciliation. The synodal Churc

N for mission now needs the

words we have shared to be backed up by deec

s. And that is the path. (Pope

Francis. 17th General Congregation Final greeting Paul VI Hall, Saturday 26 October 2024 )



