Pig Feast Film Screening & Panel Discussion
Virtual event held in recognition of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples


Date/Time: 5 August 2026, 9:00am-11:00am (EDT) Click here to check your local time
Venue: Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/dRjaskcmTwyj94zjybUaOA


Sponsoring Organizations

VIVAT International, Justice Coalition for Religious (JCoR), NGO Committee on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (NGO CRIP), JPIC Commission of USG-UISG, Proclade Internazionale ONU US, Passionists International, Dominican Leadership Conference, World Christian Life Community, and Dewan Adat Papua


Background

In observance of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples (IDWIP), we are offering a virtual screening of the film Pig Feast: Colonialism in Our Time followed by an interactive panel discussion. 

Pig Feast is an investigative documentary, produced by Indonesian filmmaker and journalist Dandhy Dwi Laksono and anthropologist Cypri Paju Dale. It exposes military-backed development projects and their devastating impact on humans and the environment in the Indonesian-controlled province of West Papua. Claiming to ensure food security and produce bioenergy from sugarcane and palm oil, these so-called National Strategic Projects threaten the territory of Indigenous Papuans as well as one of the world’s remaining intact biodiversity reserves known as the “Lungs of the Earth.” Moreover, the military operation that runs hand in hand with the mining operation has forced an estimated 105,000 to 106,000 Papuans to flee their homes as Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs).[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  https://humanrightsmonitor.org/reports/annual-report-2025-human-rights-and-conflict-in-west-papua/] 


The film also portrays the way Indigenous communities, predominantly comprised of Christians of various denominations, have resisted those projects by revitalizing Indigenous culture and mobilizing Christian symbols and values by planting thousands of customary barricades and Christian crosses painted in red to block the projects. Known as the Red Crosses Movement, the film depicts the significance of this movement, with culture and faith forming the basis for Indigenous resilience and resistance. 

In the face of repression by Indonesian authorities, the film has broken the silence and triggered solidarity across in Indonesia and the world. Thousands of community screenings have been organised in Indonesia. It has been also screened in Europe, USA, and Australia and Asia through the network of universities, NGOs, media, community groups, and churches. The film garnered 12 million views on  YouTube within the first 40 days of its release. It has drawn global attention to what is currently unfolding in West Papua.

However, the film is not merely a story for the world to watch. According to the producers, this film strives to amplify the cry for help - the cries of the Indigenous peoples of Papua and of Mother Earth. It issues an urgent call for actions of solidarity and compassion.

Responding to this call, faith-based NGOs at the United Nations organized a virtual screening of Pig Feast Colonialism in Our Time to be immediately followed by a action-oriented panel discussion.


Objectives

In addition to introducing Pig Feast to a broader global audience, this documentary screening and panel discussion will focus on the following objectives:

1. Draw attention to the current humanitarian and environmental crisis in West Papua
2. Discuss the persistent problem of a development model that perpetuates colonialism today and detrimentally impacts people (especially Indigenous communities) and the environment
3. Explore and solicit input for a new sustainable development model that preserves life and the environment, upholds people’s dignity, and respects human rights
4. Request help and encourage urgent action from the global community
5. Identify concrete actions to be undertaken by civil society networks, Religious congregations, and Indigenous groups to support the best interests of the people and environment of West Papua


Program

After short welcome and opening remarks, we will watch a one-hour cut of the film (each participant will view the documentary, simultaneously, from their own devices). At the conclusion of the film, we will regroup in the Zoom room for a panel discussion, composed of speakers who are indigenous activists, religious leaders, and scholars from across the globe.

Panelists will address the following key questions:
1. From your specific perspective/standpoint, what is the most important point that requires further exploration and deeper reflection?
2. In concrete terms, what actions do we need to take, in the case of West Papua and in face of similar concerns worldwide?

Following the panel discussion, we will open the floor for Q&A and a participatory discussion.


Official links to watch Pig Feast 

· English version: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/c1eyo7528nzwczuhfec48/AAclh7vgGLU8mULe6Yt3xug?rlkey=4syfwwt6b47h1suz7dxghbe4k&st=2eb7asum&dl=0

· Bahasa Indonesia version (with English subtitles): https://youtu.be/MpdrWgDRVf8?si=gC5RGNr4GuuYA4QI


Panelists

Moderator: Roy Thomas SVD 

1. Cypri Paju Dale, PhD, Anthropologist, the film co-director. 
2. H.E. John Cardinal Ribat MSC, Papua New Guinea, representing the Federation of Catholic Bishops' Conferences of Oceania (FCBCO)
3. Edigibali Edith Lopez Alvarado, Coordinator of Indigenous Affairs for the Mesoamerican Ecclesial Ecological Network (REMAM)
4. Sr. Mary Alice McCabe, Representative of Religious Group from UISG (female)
5. Hilary Weaver (Lakota), DSW, Global Indigenous Commissioner, International Federation of Social Workers


Speaker Bios

· Cypri Paju Dale is co-director, with Dandhy Dwi Laksono, of Pig Feast: colonialism in our time. He is a sociocultural anthropologist with research and social engagements in West Papua, Komodo and Flores, Indonesia. He completed his Ph.D. at the Institute of Social Anthropology at Bern University, Switzerland. His research focuses on the politics of development, indigenous self-determination, multispecies relations, and vernacular Christianities. As an engaged scholar, he works with communities and civil society networks in West Papua and Indonesia through collaborative action research. His publications include: ‘Becoming Stronger’: Christianity, Indigenous Politics of Self‐Determination, and Endogenous Transformation in West Papua; Dragon Not for Sale: Commodification of Nature, Indigenous Multispecies Politics and Ecotourism from Below in Komodo National Park, Indonesia; Living space and the struggle against geothermal energy projects in Flores, Indonesia.

· Sr. Mary Alice McCabe, a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, worked with indigenous communities as a Base Christian Community organizer in Northern Brazil for over 30 years. She accompanied three generations as they struggled for their rights to the land.  During recent years, she, along with 32 other Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, served at the Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen, TX and in the Matamoros-Mexico Immigrant Camp where they welcomed refugee families seeking asylum in the USA.  Mary Alice is co-coordinator of the Laudato Sí Action Platform Team for the East-West Notre Dame Province which seeks to respond collectively to Pope Francis’s urgent call – Laudato Sí,- Care for our Common Home. She is also the author of two books: 
· Our Struggle was a Sacred Struggle: The people of Maceio, a rural community in Northern Brazil, tell the story of their struggle for land rights. 
· History in Our Hands:  Rural Women in Northern Brazil tell how they discovered  their rights as women.  

· Hilary N. Weaver, DSW (Lakota) currently serves as President of the Indigenous and Tribal Social Work Educators’ Association and Global Indigenous Commissioner for the International Federation of Social Workers. She served as Chair of the Council on Social Work Education board of directors (2022-2025) and is a career-long member of the National Association of Social Workers having served on their board (1998-2001). She was inducted as an NASW Social Work Pioneer in 2020, was named the American Public Health Association’s Public Health Social Worker of the Year in 2020 and received the American Indian Elder Award from the Indigenous and Tribal Social Work Educators Association in 2017. Dr. Weaver is a Professor Emeritus in the School of Social Work, University at Buffalo (State University of New York). She received her BS from Antioch College in social work with a cross-cultural studies focus and her MSW and DSW from Columbia University. Her teaching, research, and service focus on cultural issues in the helping process with an emphasis on Indigenous populations. Dr. Weaver received funding from the National Cancer Institute to develop and test a culturally grounded wellness curriculum for urban Native American youth, the Healthy Living in Two Worlds program. Dr. Weaver has presented her work regionally, nationally, and internationally including presenting at the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at the United Nations more than a dozen times. She has numerous publications including the text, Explorations in Cultural Competence: Journeys to the Four Directions (2005), the edited book, Social Issues in Contemporary Native America: Reflections from Turtle Island (2014), Trauma and Resilience in the Lives of Contemporary Native Americans: Reclaiming our Balance, Restoring our Wellbeing (first edition 2019; second edition 2026), and the edited volume Routledge International Handbook of Indigenous Resilience (2022).

· H.E. John Cardinal Ribat, MSC

· Edigibali Edith Lopez Alvarado is the Coordinator of Indigenous Affairs for the Mesoamerican Ecclesial Ecological Network (REMAM)

