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Why Religious Congregations Engage

with the UN System




The Political is Spiritual




The Political is Spiritual
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https://www.humandevelopment.va/content/dam/sviluppoumano/news/2021-news/laudatosireader/Laudato-si-Reader.pdf
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The Spiritual is Political
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The Spiritual is Political
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How Religious NGOs
Work at the UN
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Getting IN the Way
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Intervention for Fr. Stan Swamy, SJ
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Getting OUT OF the Way
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Single Mother of Five from

Mukuru Slum, Experiencing '
|

Housing Inadequacy, Kenya

I wanted to move, but couldn’t afford it. | had no option but to live with the water in my
house, waiting for the water to dry up. It is not yet dried up. | have been living in the same
place for 15 years now, and each year it is the case that it has flooded. This time | was
forced to pour some garbage in front of the door to make a space to pass. | cannot go to
the toilet at night because it is far away outside and there is no sight, | can’t see [not to
step in water]. Despite living 15 years there | am lucky. | am lucky that | have never been
contracted with cholera. | stay at the center of where the flood water comes to. For that
reason the flood water has actually stayed near my home for close to five years, and it
even turns its color. When the rains are over the water turns into some sort of black color

_its from the sewage system. 99 //////////////////// h-.
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A STUDY COMMISSIONED BY THE CRI (WOMEN)

RECORD NUMBER OF FAITH INSTITUTIONS DIVEST FROM FOSSIL FUELS
IN GLOBAL DIVESTMENT ANNOUNCEMENT AHEAD OF COP26




Modeling a NEW Way

United Nations Ecn62022nG0/xx

(@) Ceonomic and Social Couneil — prv- ooy “As members and partners of the Justice
et Coalition of Religious, a global
community of Catholic Sisters, Brothers,
priests, and their partners in mission, we
s Semon fEo b B uphold a commitment to the care of the
P2 ety natural environment as a foundational

e o 0 s . s copnen principle of our social teaching, our
responsibility to one another and to
Statement submitted by Casa Generalizia della Societa del fu t u r e g e n e ra ti O n S :

Sacro Cuore, Congregation of the Mission, Congregations
of St. Joseph, Dominican Leadership Conference, Edmund

Rice International Ltd., Institute of the Blessed Virgin We a l SO ho l d f i rm to our Vi Si on o f a Wor l d

Mary-Loreto Generalate, International Presentation

Association, Loretto Community (Sisters of Loretto), : . . -

Maryknoll iTathers and Brothers, Passionists ’ n Wh ’ Ch th e eqU G l d’ gn’ ty O f G l l p eOp l e )
International, Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary. 0 .

Salesian Miss,ions Inc., Sisters of Charity Federation,, WOm en ) m en ) g’ r l S ) Gn d b OyS ’ S r e f l eC t ed
Society of Catholic Medical Missionaries, UNANIMA

International, and VIVAT International, non- i n t h e r ea l i t y gove r n i ng e Ve r y n a t i On )

governmental organizations in consultative status with the

Economic and Social Council* COmmuni ty’ and family". 34

The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is being
circulated in accordance with paragraphs 36 and 37 of Economic and Social




Modeling a NEW Way

our own faith communities have played our
role in the entrenchment of both patriarchy and colonization
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Modeling a NEW Way
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Religious NGOs Modeling
Leadership in Collaboration




Working through Coalitions

120 organizations promoting awareness of humanity’s shared destiny
throughout the full scope of the UN’s work

‘ .::: Global Coalition for >80 NGOs and Trade Unions from all parts of the world;
SOCIAL PROTECTION FLOORSEE:(e\elet-1d=R"21d s I KO R-Tsle Mol da [ U]\ Mo llea LIV N i MR {e] =1 R {e] g 11 S
L of social protection

oY1 1idTeYale)d advocacy collaboration and communication among their
congregations and coordinate advocacy campaigns involving Religious

Justice 21 NGOs representing Catholic Religious congregations at the UN;
( formally participating in governance of a project to enhance
’ Reli g lOUS advocates at different levels (local to UN)


http://www.socialprotectionfloorscoalition.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CGC2030/
http://www.jcor2030.org/







Religious NGO Committee Leadership &
Participation
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NGO Committee on

MIGRATION

NGO COMMITTEE
SOCIAL DEVELOPMEN



https://ngosocdev.org/
https://ngocsw.org/
https://miningwg.com/
https://www.facebook.com/unngotoendhomelessness
http://www.ngosonffd.org/
http://www.ngo-migration.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NGOCoRIP/
http://www.ngocstip.org/
http://girlsrights.org/
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Thematic Areas of Focus:

* Children in Migration

* Migrants in Vulnerable Situations &
Mixed Migration

« Xenophobia and Social Inclusion
 Climate-Induced Displacement

NGO Committee on

MIGRATION




Great entry point for engagement with:

 UN Member States’ representatives to the UN

» Officials within UN Network on Migration & IOM

* Global Compact for Migration (and its review forum)
* Global Compact on Refugees (and its review forum)

 Global Forum for Migration and Development (GFMD) “‘

. . / / / NGO Committee on
All UN Conventions related to migrants and migration MIGRATION

« Refugee Convention

* Convention on the Rights of the Child

 Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of their Families
» Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime (trafficking & smuggling)




Activities: > 9
%
NGO Committee on

MIGRATION
 Collect of good practices from our members and partners around the world

» Closely follow all migration-related meetings and fora organized at UN
Headquarters (+ many in Geneva or other international meeting settings)

 Bring migration concerns into meetings on related topics (e.g. environmental
concerns, social inclusion/discrimination)

« Seek meetings with UN representatives of governments to promote areas of
concern and recommend language for UN agreements and declarations

* Create informational resources to inform decision-makers and our own global
networks about concerns

» Educate and inform one another about new developments in global migration
discourse

* Organize events in/near UN Headquarters to highlight/educate around areas of
concern
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NEW YORK, NY 10017
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and Battery Dance E
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Celebrate International About The Event
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https://gallery.mailchimp.com/8093208e6abb2fb927fe1267f/files/10e1810c-b6c8-4f72-bce5-03f9d56af3d1/GCM_at_a_glance_FINAL.pdf
https://ngo-migration.org/gcm-at-a-glance-final-fr/
https://ngomigration.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/ngo-com-policies-and-practices-for-gcm-implementation_rev-3-dec-2018.pdf
https://ngomigration.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/ngo-com-policies-and-practices-for-gcm-implementation_rev-3-dec-2018.pdf
https://ngomigration.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/i-am-a-child-booklet_final-gcm-gcr_18-sep-2018.pdf
https://ngo-migration.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/com-cid-brochure_rev-2021_final-draft.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/8093208e6abb2fb927fe1267f/files/5090113b-8fbc-4d44-a4e2-4df1088c8791/Infographic_final_1_.pdf
https://www.dianova.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/countering-xenophobia-fr.pdf
http://eepurl.com/bb645b
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NGO COMMITTEE TO

Activities: TRAEFICKING
IN PERSONS

» Gather and disseminate information about the social and economic conditions in local,
regional, and international settings that contribute to the vulnerability of individuals to
being trafficked

» Collect data from our members and partners that contribute to the mapping of
prevalence of human trafficking and promising practices in addressing human trafficking

» Focus attention on the elimination of the demand side of human trafficking, following
the enormous illicit profits generated and transferred globally by human traffickers

» Organize events that bring together experts in aspects of human trafficking to discuss
best practices and produce reports of these meetings to inform more comprehensive and
effective policies to address human trafficking

» Advocate with member states for stronger implementation and the allocation of
additional resources to their anti-human trafficking obligations under international and
national legal commitments

» Promote the necessity of cooperation between diverse duty bearers at local, national,
regional and international levels as essential to ending human trafficking







Reflecting on Advocacy in Practice







In response to the situation you described...
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