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Religious
This guide was produced by the Justice Coalition of Religious (JCoR), a coalition of 23 non-governmental organizations that are accredited
to collectively represent over 200 congregations of Roman Catholic women and men Religious at the United Nations (UN). For centuries,
congregations of Religious have served people who have been rendered poor, vulnerable, oppressed, and marginalized by existing global
systems. Through our membership in JCo R, we have united with our sister and brother organizations to enhance collaboration among our
members – at UN Headquarters and around the world – in our common mission: to improve quality of life for people who are living in
poverty and to enhance our stewardship of the natural environment.

The primary aim of our collaboration is to strengthen the capacity of Catholic 
Religious and their partners to address the root causes of human and 
environmental suffering.

We work toward this goal by coordinating national, regional, and global efforts 
of Religious to call on political leaders to take action for a just, equitable, and 
rights-based implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the 
United Nations' Agenda for 2015-2030. 

We hope these pages will help empower you join us in this mission!

https://jcor2030.org/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/?fbclid=IwAR3XeaaMuMtX0g8Cr9IOdEGkTi_ELBu1-W3tfGIsQ7rocIv8-e40rWxUMU0


UNPFII23?UNPFII23?
What is

The UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration in 2007. It established a "universal
framework of minimum standards for the survival, dignity and well-being" of Indigenous
Peoples, and it stands today as the most comprehensive glo bal instrument detailing the
rights of Indigenous Peoples in international law and policy, setting guidelines for the
recognition, protection, and promotion of these rights. 

The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) was
established in 2000 as a response to demands from Indigenous Peoples for a
high-level permanent body at the UN. It possesses the mandate to advise the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on the concerns of Indigenous Peoples
and to discuss issues faced by Indigenous Peoples related to economic and social
development, culture, environment, education, health, and human rights. More
specifically, the Forum:

Over the years, the Forum has become a focal point for indigenous matters at the
UN and continues to serve as a meeting place for Indigenous Peoples, Member
States, civil society, and other stakeholders from around the world. This year, the
UN will hold the 23rd Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(UNPFII23), with a special emphasis on the central theme of "Enhancing
Indigenous Peoples’ right to self-determination in the context of the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: emphasizing the voices of
Indigenous youth."

Raises awareness and promotes the integration and coordination of activities
related to Indigenous Peoples within the UN system

Prepares and disseminates information on topics concerning Indigenous
Peoples

Promotes respect for and full application of the provisions of the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and its followup

Provides expert advice and recommendations on indigenous issues to the
ECOSOC

UN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

https://social.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/migrated/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/unpfii
https://ecosoc.un.org/en/about-us
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/unpfii/23rd-session
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/united-nations-declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/united-nations-declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples


TopicsTopics to follow closely throughout the forum

The permanent Forum is a key platform
to address pressing challenges faced by
Indigenous Peoples. What emerging
issues are you following at the UNPFII23?
Share your thoughts with us on Facebook
and Twitter @JCoR2030

Self-determination for Indigenous Peoples
Member States must recognize the governance systems of Indigenous Peoples as a pre-requisite
to protect their rights and self-determination. In addition, it is incumbent on governments and
policy-makers to ensure Indigenous Peoples are able to meaningfully participate in decision-
making processes that impact their lives. Their free, prior, and informed consent is key at all stages
of policy and project development.

Indigenous Youth
Indigenous youth are powerful catalysts for change, and they will inherit the responsibility of
protecting Earth for future generations. Accordingly, we must champion their voices and design
mechanisms for engagement which encourage their participation in vital decision-making
processes.

Financing for Indigenous Peoples
Direct funding mechanisms should be established for Indigenous Peoples to lead their initiatives
autonomously, and to ensure equity and equality in access to finance, activities led by Indigenous
women and youth should be promoted.

Indigenous Women
Member States must develop comprehensive policies to eliminate gender-based violence and
discrimination against Indigenous women and girls in alignment with general recommendation
39 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).
In addition, governments need to take requisite action to promote meaningful and effective
participation of Indigenous women and girls in political and public life at all levels, including
promoting access to positions of leadership.

https://twitter.com/JCoR2030
https://social.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/migrated/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW%2fC%2fGC%2f39&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW%2fC%2fGC%2f39&Lang=en


WHEN
15-26 April 2024

WHERE
United Nations Headquarters (Conference Room 4) in New York

FOLLOW ONLINE
Join online to follow the proceedings of UNPFII23 at 
webtv.un.org (streamed in multiple languages)

SIDE EVENTS
Click on the following link to view the list of official UNPFII23 side
events

Click on the following
link to view the official
website of the UN
Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues

DetailsDetailsForum
SCHEDULE
Click on the following link to view the programme of work, which includes: 

Opening and closing sessions
Discussion on the UNPFII23 theme (see previous page)
Discussions on the six mandated areas of the Permanent Forum
(economic and social development, culture, environment, education,
health, and human rights)
Interactive dialogues with Indigenous Peoples, Member States, UN
Agencies, and civil society, including:

Regional dialogues
Human rights dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of
Indigenous Peoples and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples
Dialogue on Indigenous platforms established within UN entities
Thematic dialogues, including on the financing of Indigenous
Peoples’ work and participation in the context of development,
climate, environment, and biodiversity 

Future work of the Permanent Forum and emerging issues
Adoption of the report of the Permanent Forum

http://webtv.un.org/
https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/8-APR_2024-List-of-UNPFII-Side-Events_room-allocations-CLEAN.xlsx
https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/8-APR_2024-List-of-UNPFII-Side-Events_room-allocations-CLEAN.xlsx
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/unpfii/23rd-session
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/unpfii/23rd-session
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=E%2FC.19%2F2024%2FL.1%2FRev.1&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-indigenous-peoples
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-indigenous-peoples
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrc-subsidiaries/expert-mechanism-on-indigenous-peoples
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrc-subsidiaries/expert-mechanism-on-indigenous-peoples


Recommended
Please visit JCoR’s UNPFII webpage to
access a curated list of UNPFII23 parallel
events that are recommended by JCoR
and our Religious community at the
United Nations in New York.

https://jcor2030.org/unpfii2024/
https://jcor2030.org/unpfii2024/
https://jcor2030.org/unpfii2024/


Social MediaSocial Media
Who to follow and tag on Justice Coalition of Religious

Twitter: @JCoR2030   Facebook: @JCoR2030

JCoR Members
Click here to access a Twitter list of JCoR members

UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Twitter: @UN4Indigenous  Facebook: @unpfii   
Instagram: @un4indigenous

NGO Committee on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Facebook: @NGOCoRIP

Your Congregation’s NGO at the United Nations
Need help? Find many congregations' NGO's social  media details here

Your government’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations
Click here to access a Twitter list of Permanent Missions to the UN

For additional social media resources, including logos,
graphics, and messages, visit the official Trello page for
the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

https://twitter.com/JCoR2030
https://www.facebook.com/JCoR2030
https://twitter.com/i/lists/1482757410452385795
https://twitter.com/UN4Indigenous
https://www.facebook.com/unpfii/
https://www.instagram.com/un4indigenous/
https://www.facebook.com/NGOCoRIP/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LH6FQ0-beeTK6awtixQ-cteETmeeXw_UHY7WDKfODZM/edit?usp=sharing
https://twitter.com/i/lists/1482788683505930249
https://trello.com/b/3tKwi0LM/united-nations-and-indigenous-peoples-outreach-material-from-across-the-un


Join us in solidarity withJoin us in solidarity withIndigenous Peoples
Let us pray...

Creator and Sustainer of all life, we lift up the Indigenous Peoples of the world.

Guide our efforts throughout the Permanent Forum, as we advocate in solidarity with our Indigenous
sisters and brothers.

Help us collectively cultivate a global community that recognizes the value of Indigenous wisdom,
culture, and tradition. 

May we pass onto future generations this Earth and all the gifts of Creation that You have provided to us. 

Let us elevate Indigenous youth for they are the fruit of the prayers of their ancestors. May the ears and
hearts of our policymakers be open to youth voices and the messages they share. 

We especially pray for support for Indigenous youth on their path to lead the communities of our future. 

Amen.


